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the Reverend Dr. r RLOCK, | 
Dea bf Chefter, fort the 
Sermon by him Preached before 
this Houſe 2 at 185 Mar- 
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i defiged ele And 
that Mr. Aſhe, General C arpen- 
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SERMON 


Preach d before the Honourable 


Houſe of Commons, 
A T 


St. Margaret's Weſtminſter, 
G. i oa: 2008 3 
| Thurſday, the yth of June, 1716. 
| | Being the _ 
Day of Publick Thankſgiving to 
Almighty God, for Suppreſſing the 
late Unnatural Rebellion. 
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By TH O. SHERLOC k, D. D. 
Dean of Cbicheſter, Maſter. of the Temple, 
and Chaplain in Ordinary to His Majelty 
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Pr y for the Peace of Jeruſalem: 
5 ſhalt prof Per. 1 love rhe, 


=7: HERE. i is nothing 1 8 
“Religion in a more diſad- 
yantageous View, than the 
Opinion entertained by 
. that 2 a Concern. _ 
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The E Writers have indeed | 
— the Temptations of Riches, ud | 
and Pleaſures, and epared us to f | 
rgo the Calamities und Atflitions of 4 
Life „ with Firmneſs and. Conſtancy of 
Mind. But what then? 80 TP I 
General exhort his Soldiers to bear with 1 
Patience the Fatigues of War, to de- | 
ſpiſe the Dangers of it, and in the Day 
of Action to preſs forward, regardleſs of | 
Life it ſelf ; yer ſtill Viaory and Tri- 
umph, and "the ſweet Enjoyments of | 
Peace, are the End of War ; and the | 
Soldier, tho) he muſt not fear 80 die, yet 
rs his Buſineſs to live and conquer. Re- 
ligion is a Spiritual Warfare, and the 
World is the Scene of Action, in which | 
every good Man will be ſare to meet 
wk Enemies enow ; and tis not the | 
End he aims at, but the Oppoſition he 
meets with, in porſuing that End, that 
makes it nder for hm to be inured 
to bear the Miſeries and Affhctions of | 


the World. Were the Caſe otherwiſe, 
| it 


before the Houſe of Conmions. * 


it wou'd be Iniquity to pray for Tem- 
poral Peace and Proſperity; ſince, we 
never ought to {eek that by prayer to 
Cod, which the Rules of our Religion 
vill not permit us to be concerned for. 
S that the Exhortation in the Text, 
Io pray far the Peace of Jeruſalem, im- 
plies that we ought to be concerned for 
her Peace; ſo concerned, as tu do what 
ever is in our Power to procure, and to 

preſerve it; ſince Prayer to God for his 
Aſſtarice, lu ppoſes the Uſe of our own 
Endeavours2t0 obtain the Bleſſing we 
contend fore: And that we may not 


thinle, that the Chriſtian Relig ion has 
made any Alteration in this Caſe St. Paul 


has exhorted ys to pray, and to give 
Thanks: ' fot, all Men; eſpecially for 
Kings, and all that are in Authority'; 
for this Reaſon, That we may lead a quis 
et and end Life in ol Gale 
Howe ty. y Dy 
Upen this View chen; 2 Concert gr 
ce Peace and Proſp perity of our Coun- 
try, is not only a Political but a Relig 


ous 
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ous Virtue ; a Care that becomes us both 
as we are Men, and as we are "Chriſti. | 
alis; which ſtands not upon the narrow 
Bottom of Self Intereſt, but riſes from | 
a more generous 2 partaking of 
the Love of God, and of our Neigh- 
bour ; ſindeꝝ whilſt we ſeek the Publick 
Peace, we !ſhew-out Benefirence to one, 
and our Obedience to che other. 
But there is a farther Conſideration, 
which makes the P tublick! Peace to be 
the juſt Concern of every good Man. 
The preſent State of Religion in) the 
World is ſuch, and ſo connected every 
where with the Civil Rights of Man. 
kind, that there is no probable Ground 
to hope, that even the Religion we pro- 
feſs can bei ſaved out of the Ruins of 
the Liberty of our Country. If there 
fore, it be 2 Care: worthy of a Good 
Man, to preſerve the Purity of Religion 
in his own Time, or to tranſmit. it ſaft 
to! Poſterity; if he may wiſh, as wel 
pray; that he may Arad A quiet and 
peuceable Life in all Godlineſs aud Honeſty, 


or, 


— 
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or, that his Sons and his Daughters may 
ſtand up after him before the Lord in 
the Congregation of his Saints: It theſe. 
be lawtul Detires, and ſuch as we may 
by our beſt Endeavours labour to ob- 
tain, our Religion will never permit us 
to be unconcerned Spectators in any 
Cauſe that affects the Proſperity of our 
Country ; upon which, . under God, 
depends the Liberty we enjoy of free- 
ly profeſling the Faith once delivered to 
the Saints. 

The Pſalm, from which the Text is 
aken, turns wholly upon theſe two 
Topicks ; ; The Temporal Proſperity of 
Jeruſalem, conſider'd as the Head of 
the Civil Government, in the flouriſhing 
Condition oz Which che Happineſs. of 
the whole Nation was concerned ; and 
conſider'd as the Scat of true Religion, 
the City in which God had choſe to 
well, and to place his Name there ; 
Upon whole Peace conſequently dw 
W-nded the Security of the Holy Reli- 
on, which was there taught and pro- 


8 feſs d. 


) 
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feſs d. The firſt thing that gave Vent to | 
the Holy Pſalmift's Joy, was obſerving | 
the Unanimity of the People in their 
Attendence upon the Service of God, 
in the Holy City : I was glad when they | 
| ſaid unio me, Let ns go into the Houſe of 
the Lord : our Feet ſhall ſtand within thy 


Gates, O Jeruſalem. From hence, he en- 
tertains himſelf with the beautiful Pro- 
ſpect of Jeruſalem, as it was the Center 
both of Religious and Civil Govern- 
ment, in which were ſeated the Ark of 
God, and the Throne of David - From 
whence iſſued the Streams of Juſtice and 
Holineſs to refreſh and make glad all 
the Cities of Iſrael. Jeruſalem is builtded 
as a City, that is compact together; or, 
as the old Tranſlation reads, that is at 
Unity in it ſelf. Whither the Tribes 9 
up, the Tribes of the Lord, unto the Tc 
ſftimony of Iſrael, to give thanks unto th 
Name of the Lord. There are ſet Throm 
of Judgment, the Thrones of the Houſe 
Da id. The Contemplation of thi 
happy State of his Country, natural) 
pn, | vente 


y 


| 
| 
| 
( 
[ 
b 
[ 
\ 
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vented it ſelf in the Warmth and Ar- 
dor expreſſed in the Text, and follou- 
ing Verſe, Fray for the Peace of Teru- 
ſalem : they ſhall proſper that loge thee, 
Peace be within thy Walls, aud Proſperity 
within thy Palaces. This affectionate 
Prayer and Exhortation was founded in 
a Concern for the Temporal Happineſs 
of his Country and Nation; and there- 

fore he adds, For my Breibrea and Com- 
panions ſakes, I will now ſay, Peace be 
within thee ; and in a uſt Regard for 


the Honour of God and his Religion, 


thercfore he cloſes all with this Reflexion, 
$ becauſe of the Houſe of the Lord our God, 
| will ſeek thy good. 97g | 
You fee the Extent of the Duty re- 
commended in the Text, and the. Rea- 
bons in which "tis founded: And ſince 
we have ſo gieat an Authority to juſtify 
our Care and Concern for the Publick 
eace and Happineſs, of our Country, 
both in regard to our Civil Rights, and 
Wo the Intereſt of that Holy Religion 
Which we profeſs, I beg leave to bring 
| B 2 .4 The 
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the Arguments home to our ſelves; and 


to the Occaſion of this NPY {| "oF ble 
ving to you, 


I. What Reaſon we have on both 
theſe Accounts to bleſs God for our De 
liverance from the late Rebellion : And, 

II. What Obligations we are unde 
from the ſame Motives, to uſe our own 
beſt Endeavours, to wake, perpetual the 
Bleſſing of this Deliverance. 


Some Arguments aces are, which re 
quire rather a Chiypacity of Feeling, than 
any great. Acireneſs 'of Judgment, 10 
apprehend them: Such are They which 
are drawn from the Experience of St nle, 

from Pleaſurc or Pain, from the Cor 
veniencics or Inconyentcticies| of Lite; 
of Which no Man is a capable Jidpe, 
bo wants the Senſe proper to diſtin 
guiſh between the Pleaſure and the Pain, 
or the Experience of the Convenience 
or Inconvenience under Debate. One 
wou'd think, that an ordinary Imagine. 


tion 
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tion wou'd ſerve to) repreſent the Diffe- 
rence of Liberty and Slavery; z of the 
state, in Which every Man may ſit un- 
der bis own Vine, and cat his Bread 
with Chearfulneſs; and that Condition, | 
in Which nothing is to be called our 
own, but the Miſery of ſubmitting to 
Deſpotick Power: And yet we find, 
that the Generality of Men are not Ma- 
ſters of ſo much Reflexion as is neceſſa- 
ry to arrive at this ſmall Degree of 
Knowledge in the Affairs of the World. 
Tis the Obſer vation of Tacitus, the Ko- 
nan Hiſtorian, one allowed to be a 
good Judge of Mankind, that the Peo- 
ple of Rome were prepared for Slavery 
by the long Reign of Auguſtus, which 
had almoſt worn out the Race of Men 
that had taſted the Sweets of Liberty 
and Freedom. Ours ſeems to be the Rè- 
verſe of their Caſe; we have ſo Tong | 
enjoy d the Protection of our Laws, 
and are got at ſuch a Diſtance from thi 
late Times of Diſtreſs, that We have 
not t Memory enough of them feft to 


awaken 
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awaken our. Care to prevent their Ne. ; 
turn. Our Fathers, who lived under 
the Dread of Popery and Arbitrary | 
Power, are moſt of them gone off the 
Stage, and have carried away with them 
the Experience, which we their Sons 
ſtand in need of, to make us in earneſt 4 
to preſerve the Bleſſi ing of Liberty and 
pure Religion, which they have be- 
queathed us. 'O! that I had Words 
to repreſent to the preſent Generation the | 
Miſcries which their Fathers underw ent; 
that I cowd deſcribe their Fears BE | 
Anxicnics,, their reſtleſs Nights and their | 
uneaſy Days, when every Morning 
3 to uſher. in the Laſt Day, of 
England's Liberty, when Men ſtood mute 
for want of Counſel, and every Eye was 
watching, with lmpatience for the happy 
Gale that ſhou'd fave; the Kingdom; 
whoſe Fortunes were reduc'd ſo low as 
to depend upon the Chance of Wind 
and Weather. 
Had Men ſuch a Senſe of the Miſerie: 


of * Time paſt, it wou d teach them 
What 
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what Conſequences they were to expect 
from any ſucceſsful Attempt againſt the 


preſent Eſtabliſhment. They wou'd not 
want to be inſtructed, what a Free Na- 


nion had to fear under the Government 


of one, Educated in fight of all the 
Arts of Tyranny and Oppreſlion : Or, 
whar Uſage a Proteſtant Church wou'd 
find, under the Influence of a Prince 


trained up from his Cradle, in the Su- 


perſtition and Corruption of the Church 


Jof Rome. Were the Influence of Reli- 


gion confined within the narrow com- 
paſs of every Man's own Breaſt, the Sub- 


ea perhaps, would have but littleReafon 
to be inquiſitive about thePrince's Perſwa- 
ſon; but ſince tis part of every Man's 
Religion to propagate the Docttine he 


| profeſſes ; and fince the Methods of Pro- 


q 


9 
N 


pagation in the Hands of a Prince, 
which are ſtrengthened by the Power of 
the Temporal Sword, are not likely to 
be confined to the gentle Meaſures of 
Reaſon and Inſtruction; the Religion 
of the Prince muſt be conſidered as a 
mn Fon Condition 


— - — . 
— — — ä , ere ns 
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Condition requiſite to, the Happineſs 
and Proſperity of the People. In our 
own Caſe this Conſideration is the more 
neceſſary, becauſe, 'tis the avowed | 
Principle 'of the Church of Rome, not 
only to wiſh for the Converſion of thoſe : 
ba 44 diſſent from her, but to force it 
by all the Terrors of Worldly Power. 
And a Nation muſt want common Senſe, | 
to put the Sword of Government into 
his Hands, Who they know will be 
bound in Conſnience to uſe it, either to 
the Deſtruction of their Souls or their 
Bodies. There is no one doubts, but 
that there are Natural Incapacities uff. 
cient to exclude one, otherwiſe entitled 
to Government. "At outrageons Mad- 
man no Body wou'd truſt, becauſe no- 
thing is to be expected from him but 
Havock and Deſtruction: Now if a Mo 
ral Defect will produce the ſame Evil 
Conſequences, Why ſhou'd not the Mo 
Katy nn be eſteemed as ſtrong a Ba 
as the Natural ? It matters not whether tis 


Conſcience or Madneſs which cauſes ti 
Deſtru 


re 
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De oſtruction, a Nation ſurely has a 
Right to prevent ſuch a Violence, with⸗ 
out being troubled to know, w rhiethicr 
the Diftemp<r from which it grows, has 
ts Root in the Head or in "the Heart: 
The Rommaniſfts have little reaſon to com- 
flain of this Inſtance of out Care for 
Jour own Security, ſince 'tis the Doctrine 
of their Church, taught by Councils, 
onfirmed by Popes, and defended by 
their ableſt Schoolmen and D*'vines, That 
EH rcticks have no Right to Dominion; 
bat they may be depoſe d by the Pope, 
Ind their Subjects abſolved from all 
Bonds of Allegiance to them. And their 
Practice has been of a Piece with their 
Doctrine Py Renry the Hd of France was 
pray for a leſs Crime, for 
ouring only the Succeſſion of a Pro- 
tant Prince : ard thus excommunt- 
ited, was mur deied by a poor Monk. 
ery the IVth was ſo ſtrongly oppoſed 
the League, animated by the Pope, 
hat he cou'd never fix himſelf in the 
hrone till he changed his Religion. If 


C We 
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we come to our own Country, Queen 
Elizabeth was formally depoſed by a 
Bull from Rome; and her Subjects ab. 
ſolved from their Obedience to her: 
Nay; thrice was ſhe depoſed by throd 
Popes, to ſnew bow conſtant they were 
to this Point. When King James the 
Firſc came to the Crown, his firſt Com- 
pliment from Rowe, was by a Mandate 
of Clement the VIIIth, declaring him in- 
capable of holding the Crown, becauſe! 
he was an Heretick ; that 1s, beeauſe he 
was a Proteſtant and therefore enjoym 
ing his Subz-Qs to yield him no Duty of 
Obedience: But notwithſtanding thi 
DTS, ſo well confirmed by Authof 

rity and Pradtice, yet, conſidering Wo | 
preſcnt State of Br:tain, and the Vie 
of Rome, I ſhou'd not be ſurprized i 
hear her Brier maintaining, with ah 
Solemnity, the contrary Opini; on. Wha 

a Proteſtant Prince was to be depo 
by Roman-Catholicks, it was proper E- 
couragement, to tell them, that Herc\i 
was a Forfeiture of Dominion; ; bl 
no 


[ 


Vi 
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dow, that they want the Aſliſtancęæ of 

the Proteſtants of England to advance a 

Popiſh Prince to the Throne, we may 

ertainly expect to hear from them , 

Thar Religion 1s out of the Que eſtion, 

when the Chims and Titles of Princes 

re under Debate; and perhaps too we 

may be ready enough to believe them; 
- much wiſer are the Children of ber 
orid in their Generation, than the (Bi. 
er of Light. 

The Principles upon which the Lega- 
ity of the preſent Eſtabliſhment are 
raintained, are I think but umproperly 
Trade a Part of the preſent Quarrel 
Which divides the Nation. There are 
at few who have not præcluded 
Shcmſelves. On this Point: Thole I 
Wican who have had Courage and Plain- 
eſs enough to own their Senſe, and to 
ſorego the Advantages, either 5 Birth 
r Education, rather than give a falſe 
ecurity to the Government, which un- 
ler their preſent Purfaaſion: they cou'd 
ot make good. To thele ! have nc- 
C2 : thing = 


Tr 
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thing more to ſay, than to wiſh them 
what J think they well deſerve, a bet. 
ter Cautc ; But to us, who had bound 
our ſelves by previous Oaths and Obli- 
gations in the moſt folemn manner in 
the World, the Acceſſion of His Maje- 
ſty cou'd adminiſter no Occaſion of re- 
conlidering this Queſtion; chere Was 
nothing new required a us ; we had 
no Faith to gie, Which was not alreas 
dy plignted, and bound upon our Soul; 
by the moſt Sacred Engagements. Thoſe 
therefore under theſe Circumſtances, wha 
have openly engaged, or ſecretly fas 
vourcd the Rebellion, are void of all 
Excule; they are guilty of the ercatclt 
Crime, under the greateſt Aggravation; 
and ſeem to have no Refuge left, but 
that Whici was ndam's policy, ho lid 
himſelf from the preſence of the Lord God 

amcengſt the Trees of the Garden. becaull 

he had nothing to cover his Nakedveſt 

Shou'd any ſuch, quitting all Preten 

ces of Piti n with the Lau ful 

neſs « of the preſent Government, plcal 


Buch | 
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Diſobligations or Reſentments of any 
ſort, as the Ground of their Proccedings, 
To them we anſwer in the Words of 
our Bleſſed Saviour, Je know not what 
_ manner of Spirit ye are of. Where did 
they learn, that Rebellion is the proper 
Remedy in ſuch Caſes? The Church of 
England has no ſuch Doctrine; and if 
they cannot govern their own Paſſions, 
yet in Juſtice to Her, they ought not to 
uſe her Name in a Cute which ſhe ever 
has, and will diſclaim. 
is perhaps too high a Degree or 
Virtue to be expected in this Age, that 
Men ſhould act with a ſteddy View to 
tf the Publick Good, without being drawn 
A at all by the Biaſs of their own Intereſt : 
i Whoever builds upon a Dependence on 
ſuch a Behaviour from any Set of Men, 
will, I believe, find, himſelf 8 
0 Allow then what cannot be avoided, 
That Men will differ in their Views — 
1 private Intereſts, yet ſtil] methinks there 
ulis one common "Concern, which is the 
aY Preſeryation of the Whole, in the Secu- 


rity 
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rity of which every Man's private For- 
tune is founded ; and *tis as abſurd for 
a Man under any Reſentment whatcver, | 
to enter into Meaſures deſtructive of bis 
Country's Peace, as it wou'd be for him 
to burn the Title to his Eſtate, becauſe 
the Tenant was behind in his Rent. 
If therefore we have any Concern for 
the Peace and Happineſs of our Country, 
or any Zeal ro preſerve the Light of the 
Goſpel with which thele Kingdoms have 
been bleſs'd ; or if our Conſciences are 
not har dend againſt the Influence of the 
moſt {olemniOaths and Obligations, un- 
der which we have bound our RR to 
be true and faithful to our preſent Sove- 
reign; we muſt deteſt this Rebellion, 
Fi" with ſincere Hearts adore the Good: 
neſs of God, who hath wrought this 
Deliverance . us. Let us then, in the 
Second Place, conf! der, 


IL What Obligations we are under 
from the {ame Motives, to uſe our own 


beſt 
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beſt Endeavours to make perpetual the 
pleſſing of this Delivcrance. 

This Obligation 1 is but the ncceſſary 
Conſequence of the Duty which we 
are met this Day to perform. Thank(\- 
giwing is little more than a ſolemn Piece 
of Mockery, if we have no Value for 
the Deliverance for which we would 
ſeem to be thankful. If any, or if all 
the Reaſons already mentioned, ought 
to excite us to pray for the Peace of our 
| Country , or to bleſs God for reſtoring 
it, they muſt alſo move us to do what is 
in our own Power to preſerve it ; ſince 
in vain do we pray for the Aſſiſtance of 
God in any Caſe, whilſt we neglect to 
uſe the Means of helping our "ſelves 
which he has put in our own Power. 

How much the Preſervation of the 
preſent Eſtabliſhment depends on the 
Succeſs of Publick Councils, every, Body 
knows; and yet ſhould 1, by any par- 
ticular Application , {rem to ſuppoſe 
that your Zeal in this Cauſc wanted a 
Spur, I might y well be thought to be the 


only 


” 
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only Stranger in Iſrael, and not to have 
known the things which have come to Pa 
in theſe Days. 

What private Men can do, they beſt 
know: Many are certainly well qualif: 
ed by their Reputation, their Station, 
and great Abilities, to promote the In- 

creſt of their King and Country ; and 
{ſurely tis every Man's Duty to do what 
he thinks he lawfully may do, to (ctve 
theſe deſirable Ends. And chis would 
be allowed to be a very realonable De- 
1 mand, were not the Nation unhappily 
| Woided into Factions, which have ſwal. 

lowed up all publick Duty, and tran 
ferr'd to themſelves that Allegiance which 
is due only to the Crown. Were there 
but half the Zeal to ſerve the Publick, 
which Men daily expreſs for the Intereſt 
of their ſeveral Parties, there would be 
but little Encouragement for a Second 
Attempt to diſturb our Peace. 
is wonderful to obſerve, in all Ca- 
ſes, this ſteddy Adherence to Party: 


Thoſe ho alcribe 1 it to mere Corrupti- 
9 on, 


Sm 


os. 6 


—_ — — —— 
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on, and the ſordid Ends of private Gain, 
ſee but little into the true Caule : There 
is another Principle more remote from 
common Obſervation, which has a 
greater Influence; a Principle i in it ſelf 
more generous, tho? oftentimes in its 
Conſequences not leſs pernicions : I 
mean, the Regard which Men have for 
their own Credit and Reputation. This 
5 the natural Fruit of the beſt Soil; 
every good Man has it, and 'tis the Life 
of Virtuous Actions, when its Views 
are rightly directed. But where King- 
doms are divided into oppoſite Factions, 
the true Standard of Reputation will aL 
rays be loſt, and Men will grow into 
ſteem, not for their Virtuous Actions, 
dut for their Party Merit. Hence it 
omes to paſs, that in Civil Diſputes, 
is as reproachful to deviate from your 
eader's Opinion, as tis for a private 
oldier to deſert his General in the Day 
f Battel. The Obligations of Publick 


i Duty, or of private Opinion, will ob- 


an no Quarter for you; for ſuch is your 
Caſe, 
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Caſe, that you may with leſs Hazard 
of Reproach commit almo.t any Vice, 
than venture to be in the Right without 
the Support of a Majority. This Evil 
is the more to be lamented, becauſe it; 
Infection ſpreads moſt caſily among the 
beſt. Helvidins Friſcus lived in the De 
generacy of the Empire, but had all 
the Virtues of an Old Roman; yet hi 
was obſerved to be appetentior fams 
quando etiam ſapientibus, as the Hiſtori 
an remarks, cup gloria noviſſuma exii 
tur. But Whatever may be ſaid in Ex 
cuſe for this Paſſion, in Matters which: 
willing Caſuiſt may perſuade himſelf t 
be indifferent; yet ſurely tis to be hig 
ly blamed, when the Proſperity of on 
King, our Country, and our Religic 
are at ſtake: In ſuch a Time every Mi 
ſhould run the Hazard of being true i 
- the Publick, eſpecially if he cannot df 
ſert it without being falſe to himſelf. | 
There is another Evil, not much uf 
like the forme), tho' of a different Kin 
which! 15 owing allo to our e F 
7 viſio 
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viſions. If on one Side, it may be 
ſometimes difficult for Men who have no 
ill Inteution to the Publick, to diſcharge 
their Duty to it; on che other, there 
will always be ſome to rejoice. when 
| they do wrong; tho” Zeal for the Go- 
| vernment never produces a more præpo- 
Iſterous Effect, than when it makes Men 
take Pleaſure in the Number, or in the 
Irerverſeneſs of its Enemies. Thoſe who 
Aare ſincerely, and with any Judgment 
{Jin the Intereſt of the King, have no- 
hing more to wiſh, than to ſce the 
Hcarts of all His Majeſty Subjects uni- 
ed in Obedience and Affection to him; 
ober if that is not to be obtained, to ke 
ids many as can be. But there is a little 
Mind of Men, who miſtaking their Par- 
Y Zeal for Affection to the Government, 
eem tranſported when thoſe whom they 
f. Pave been taught to think their Ene- 
ies, do by any Misbehaviour render 
fufhemſelves obnoxious to the preſent 
-[Fowers : As they rejoice in ſuch Misbe- 


fohaviour, ſo are they apt ometiiſies to 
D 2 pro» 


| 
j 


unjuſt Apprehenſions from their Co 


Wiſdom and Goodneſs, took at the ve! 


in Church and State the Rule of his Ad 


Misfortune has it ſome Enemies; and 4 


Fears and Jealouſies on one ſide, ſo 
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provoke it, and think themſelves never 
berter catitled to plead their own Me- 
rit, than When they have urged others 
to ſuch things, as a wiſe Man and a 
Friend to the Government would with 
all his Care have laboured to pre- 
vent. 

Under theſe unhappy Circumſtances 
there is more reaſon to wiſh, than there 
is ground to hope for Peace and Unani- 
mity at home. Tis an eaſy Matter for 
a few deſigning Men, to fill the People 
with great, and at the ſame time, very 


vernors ; tho? His Majeſty, in His great 


ry beginning the pi ropereſt Step to pret 
vent this Miſchief, by declaring, that 
he wou'd al ways make the Conſtitution 


miniſtration. As our Conſtitution i 
Church has many Friends, ſo to our grea 


it cannot be diflembled, but that t 


WI 


before the Houſe of Commons. 29 
will hardly be denied, but that the 
Hopes and Expectations on the other; 

have been very unreaſonable. And con- 
ſidering, how People, in a State of Su- 
ſpicion, watch and obſerve each other, 
how naturally the Fears of one increaſe 
{by ſeeing the Hopes of the other, with- 
out knowing or enquiring what Ground 
or Foundation there is for them; it will 
Abe neccflary, in order to quiet the angry 
Spirit that is among us, to ſuppreſs theſe 
el Hopes, as well as to allay thoſe Fears : 
And I pray God reduce them both to 
oetheir proper Bounds, that we may all 
atlbe content to obey on the ſame Terms, 
icQon which His Majeſty has aſſured us He 
res diſpoled to Govern. UAOEGIG 
hafl But above all, let us take care to 
ioffijultify our ſelves in our Concerw for 
Adour Holy Religion, which is our beſt 
iflea, and ſureſt Pledge of Divine Fa- 
re4Jrour,, by adorning in our Lives and 
d Nonverſations the Doctrine which ' we 
thiſprofeſs. We have with a commendable 
ſo Eeal, on many Occaſions, ſtood in De- 
—_ 7 * tenſe 
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fenſe of our Religion, at the Expence 
of the Blood and Treaſufe of the Na. 
tion; let it not be obſerved by our 
Enemics, that the Religion of England 
is a meer Watch-word for an Army, 
never valued but when *tis to be fought 
for; and in Times of Peace laid by, 
condemned to ruſt, with other the uſe- 
leſs Arms and Inſtruments of War. Our 
Religion has Domeſtick, as well as Fo- 
reign Enemies; we have ſeen with what 
an uncommon Zeal it has been attack'd 
by Infidels ; profeſſing, nor to introduce | 
any Religious Perſuaſion, but to throw | 
cout all. Theſe Men who deride all Re- 
ligion, will be found, in the End, to 
be the beſt Agents for them who labour 
to bring in the Worſt: And the In- 
tereſt of our Country being ſo united | 
to the Cauſe of Religion, ſuch profane 
Liberty is deſtructive of our Security, 
fince every Heart that is alienated from 
a Senſe of God and Religion, carrics 
off with it a Pair of Hands from the 

Defenſe of the Public. a 
0 
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To a Zeal for True Religion let us 
add Charity, the Crown of all Vertues ; 
and let us ſanc ify this Day of our De- 
liverance, by laying afide all Hatred, 
Malice, and Deſire of Revenge; that 
we may with one Heart, and one Mind, 
glorify God for his Mercies, and im- 
plorc his Protection for our ſelves, our 
King and our Country; that he wow'd 
give us the Bleſſings of Truth and Peace; 
that he wow'd long preſerve our Soves 
vereign ; and that there may never want 
a Proteſtant Prince deſcended from him, 
To go in and out before this People. 
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